ADULT LIFE                                                                    83
woman's supremacy is seldom challenged. In some families a strong-
willed and sharp-tongued woman makes by far the greater number
of ultimate decisions in most realms. It is very common when one
is hiring an interpreter or a guide for a trip to have the man say,
"I'll have to ask my wife first." In other families the wife's authority
is less evident, and yet there is cumulative indication that the power
behind the scene in an extended family or "outfit" is wielded by the
women in many instances.
In terms of the traditional conceptions of men and of women, The
People are promoting the economic security of the society when they
place a large share of the property and its control in the hands of
women. Women are thought of as more stable. They do not go
around gambling and wasting money in drink and other ways to
as large an extent as the men. Their interests are centered on family
and children so that they can be expected to use the resources placed
in their hands to promote the stability of the family and the welfare
of their children. There is a compensation for men in that they
maintain control of the horses, which provides them with independ-
ence from a too constraining family life.
Only about one woman out of three and one man out of four
reaches old age with the same spouse, and men who have had six
or seven different wives in succession are frequently encountered.
Some of these changes are the result of deaths, but the majority are
consequent upon desertion.' "Divorce" is simple, consisting ordi-
narily in the return of one partner or the other to his or her own
people. Sometimes desertion is not altogether voluntary. A man
who is lazy or too quarrelsome may be made so uncomfortable by
his wife and hcr_people that he is practically forced out. Occasion-
ally, indeed, the wife's father or uncles may tell the husband hi no
uncertain terms to get out.
Marriages which last a few years have a good chance of continu-
ing indefinitely. Out of 500 broken marriages in the Ramah area
about half the breaks occurred during the first year and another
third before the end of the second year. In short, less than one sepa-
ration in five took place after the couple had lived together three
years. This seems to be partly because children are a strong inte-
grating force and become some guarantee of the stability of a mar-
riage. Mutual affection for the children is important, but it is also
through the children that the economic resources of husband and